Sound Foundations

Addition
Flashcards

Addition flash cards:

We now know that automatic recall of number bonds (or tables) is an es-
sential skill. When children have to count on their fingers, they don’t have any
attention left for problem-solving. When asked what 8 plus 9 is, they must be able
to respond “17” instantly, without thinking. It must be an automatic response.

Using the flash cards:

First, download the flashcards and copy or print them print them on to card.
NOTE: these cards must be printed on both sides! The fronts and backs are
clearly marked in the bottom corner. When you hold the card up for your pupil,
you will be looking at the side that has the answer. Be sure to cut them care-
tully—the cards are hard to handle if they aren’t all the same size.

Next, find out if your child already knows any number bonds. Show him a card
(NOT the side with the answer). Tell him to answer quickly. If he doesn’t answer
in less than two seconds, turn the card around and show him the answer.

Then put the cards into two envelopes—one for the sums he can answer without
counting, and the other for all the rest. The ones he knows you will practise every
day for at least a month, and probably two months.

Any time your pupil fails to give the correct answer instantly, tell him the answer.
Dow’t wait morve than two seconds. 1f you see his fingers or his lips move, he’s
counting: tell him the answer immediately.

Then bury the card one back—the next time it comes up, he will almost certainly
get it right—without counting.

Daily practice is essential, and there’s no harm in doing the cards twice a day.
Always shuffle the cards before you use them—DONT present them in the same
order every time (that’s why chanting tables doesn’t work very well).

Any day your child gets all of the cards right without prompting—and without
counting—introduce a new flashcard. Mix it in with two or three cards he already
knows, and keep going until he gets the new card right every time.

Remember, you have to practice well past the point of perfection. And once
your child has mastered the flashcards, it’s important to give him a lot of addition
problems. Doing sums should be second nature by the age of seven or eight.
Some bright children go on to master higher maths without automatic recall of
number bonds, but why do things the hard way?
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