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—the phonics programme for children
who “can’t learn phonics™.

= Suitable for all pupils with exceptionally
poor working memory, including those
in spectal programmes.

= No lesson-planning. Just 10 minutes
a day with each pupil.

= Bearing Away 1s simple and
straightforward. Teachers, assistants and
volunteers can all use 1t successtully.
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j-g..'ﬁl'l gy Introduction:

The Sound Foundations philosophy:

As a teacher; your job is to get your pupil to make the
most correct responses—and the tewest errors—in the
available time. Children learn to think of reading as a
“Can do!” activity.

The Ground Rules:

1. Don’t make reading into a struggle! If your pupil
doesn’t make the right response straight away; just
model the correct response and ask him to repeat it.

2. Don’t give ticks for a ‘good try’. Just practise it, and
go back to it the next day.

3. Keep the lesson going at a cracking pace! Kids’ minds
work a lot faster than ours do.

4. Daily lessons are essential. If you can’t find 10
minutes per day, there’s something wrong with your
priorities.



The Teaching Techniques:

The Multi-Sensory Tiles—tracing exercises:

= With most children, 1t will be necessary to guide
their finger at first.

= Always start on the dot, and follow the arrows.

= Always move the finger in one smooth, rapid
motion.

s The pupil always says the sound while tracing.

The Flashcards:

= Once pupils have learnt sounds with the Tracing
Tiles, they are ‘awarded’ a Flashcard.

s The pupil’s flashcards are reviewed at the beginning
and end of each lesson until the response is automatic.

= Be sure to read the instructions carefully.

Using the cursor—This is quite easy to learn. The
cursor trains the child to read from left to right, and it
trains them to look at every letter 1n a word.

The ‘Flashback’ technique—After you have corrected
an error, you must return to the same item again.

All this 1s explained on the following pages. Please
read them carefully.



The Muli-Sensory Tiles:

m  You can’t go too far wrong just following the lesson plans, and
using your common sense. But here are a few tips:

m  With the slowest learners, you may have to say the sound with
them as you guide their finger.

m Do the same with children who can’t pronounce sounds accurately:.

m  With the digraphs (sh, ee & ar), hold the sound while tracing
both letters. Make a game of it—see 1f your pupil can hold the
sound long enough to trace both letters correctly.

The Flashcards:

m  Children ‘win’ flashcards after they have learnt the letters with
the multi-sensory tiles. Make a big deal of it—write their
name on the back of the card, and put it in the diskette pocket
in the front cover of this book. The rest of the cards can be
stored in the back pocket.

m  Once the pupil has ‘won’ three flashcards, it 1s important to
practise them at the beginning and end of each session.

m  When the pupil says the correct sound, ‘give’ him the card by
placing it front of him.

= Any time your pupil gets a sound wrong, just tell him what the
sound 1s and have him repeat it. Then shuffle the card back one
place—the pupil will almost always get 1t right the second time.

m  The flashcard set contains digraphs which you will not need

until the pupil graduates to Bear Necessities.

Using the Cursor:

A cursor 15 a piece of card about the size of a business card, and it has
a small notch cut out of one corner. You will use it to reveal letters (or
digraphs) one at a time, so that the child gets used to scanning words
from left to right.

You must use the cursor for all reading exercises.



When children are taught to read whole words, their eyes often jump
all over the place, trying to scramble the letters to make a fit” with a
word they know.  With the cursor, children learn to read what 1s
actually on the page.
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The Flashback Technique:

We use the Flashback Technique every time a pupil makes an error.
If you go back to the instructions for using the flashcards, you will see
that when a pupil does not make the correct response, you tell him
what it 1s. Then you bury the flashcard one card back, so it comes up
again while 1t 1s still fresh in his immediate memory. This 1s an exam-
ple of the Flashback Technique.

We also use 1t when a pupil 1s reading words. Any time a pupil fails to
read the word, correct him, get him to repeat it and go on to the next
item. Then go back to the one he just missed. When you have fin-
ished a line, go back again to any words missed. When you have
finished the exercise for the day, go back over all words missed again.
This way, the pupil will usually earn his tick for the line the next day.
(Remember—you never tick a line when the pupil gets it right on the
second go—you must wait until the next day:)



Half the writing is upside down!

This 1s intentional. You should ALWAYS sit opposite your pupil
when you are using Bearing Away. You need to be able to see
when they are confused, so you can step in right away and show
them what to do before they make a mistake and lose confidence.
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Other books from Sound Foundations:

The dancing bears decoding series

(All decoding books are consumables, designed for one-on-one teaching)

bear necessitias..
... 1s an “Industrial Strength” version of Dancing Bears A.
It 1s surtable especially for beginners and pupils with severe
dyslexia.

dancing bears A..

... the beginning decoding book for non-readers and slow
readers.

FA57 7RATX..
...1s a condensed version of Dancing Bears A and Dancing
Bears B. It 1s suitable for poor decoders who have a reading

age of at least 7 years.

dancing bears B...

...teaches word attack skills for longer words, and more
advanced spelling patterns. It follows cither Dancing Bears A
or Bear Necessities.

dancing bears C...

...teaches advanced decoding skills. It follows either Dancing
Bears B or Fast Track.

The apples & pears spelling series:

Each level of Apples and Pears consists of a book of Teacher’s Notes, plus
consumable Student Workbooks. They can be used for one-to-one teaching,
or they can be used with groups of pupils who are well-matched for ability.

Level A and Level B are suitable for Infants, as well as older pupils with special
needs. Level C and Level D are suitable for Juniors and above.

These books can all be viewed in full and ovdered at
www.soundfoundationsbooks.co.uk



