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Using the handwriting sheets:

Most schools in England now demand that children learn cursive writing almost from the very beginning. This can
cause a lot of problems for children who find writing and spelling difficult. These handwriting practice sheets use a pre-
cursive script which enable such children to learn basic letter formation without the complication of 'joining-up'. Once
pupils become thoroughly at ease with this script, they can make the transition to fully-cursive writing with very little
difficulty.

All of these practice sheets involve tracing. Children enjoy tracing, because they can't get it wrong. Using these sheets
for five minutes each day should produce a marked improvement in writing. You may photocopy sheets as often as
necessary so children get plenty of practice. When children can form letters without conscious effort, they have much
more attention to give to correct spelling and the content of their writing.

Children should always write on lined paper until they have learned good letter formation.

Left-handers should have their paper turned about 45° clockwise, so they can see what they are writing and don’t
smudge their work.

These sheets will work exceptionally well when used in conjunction with our spelling programme, Apples and Pears.

Letter formation—‘dot and arrow’ sheets.

Many children form letters the wrong way--and this can cause a lot of problems. For instance, when they write 'b" or 'd',
they always start from the top. When they get to the bottom, they don't know which way to turn. Once children learn
to start their d's with a 'c', the problem will usually go away.

With each of these letters, the pupil starts at the dot and follows the arrows. Photocopy these sheets and have your
pupils practise their problem letters every day. Do not go on to the sentence-tracing sheets until correct patterns
have been learnt.






Sentence—tracing sheets.

Children will like these exercises, but it's still a good idea to award stars when they manage to keep their writing within the
grey lines (or at least close to it in the case of very young or clumsy children). They should read each sentence before they
trace 1it, and then say each word as they write it. Make sure they are forming letters correctly. Dotting I’s and crossing 1°s
should be done when each word is complete.

When pupils have mastered the pre-cursive script they can go on to the joined-up tracing sheets.
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Copy this sheet as often as necesssary for more practice once letter formation has been mastered.






